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SERMON XXIL

PsAL 119. 96,
I have [een an end of all Perfeition: But thy Com-

mandment is exceeding broad,

4 Oncerning this Pfalm in general, I'muft not fay mueh:

' Yet this, That if St. Asftine had it prefented to him
flceping, in the likenefs of the Tree of Life, in the

midtt of the Paradife ("as fome fay he had) I: think

it was a Vifion, and no Dieam:- And if anether: compare it fet
amongft the Pfalmes to the San in the midf of the reft of the
Planets, in fome refpe& the Comparifon will fuit well. Orif

" a third tell us that it centains in it-all the Precepts of Faith and

Obedience, I think he faid tue.  Qwanto aportior, sanso profun-
disr; it was Auflin’s Judgment of it; and if we will believe
him that faid it, if we fhould fpend our whole lives in fludying
it (though we fhiould not lofe our labours, yet) we fhould not
fally underftand it, forit (as our Text faith the reft -of\ God’s
Word is) is exceeding broad. 1f nothing clfe, yetthe Author’s
Alphabetical difpofing of -it telleth us, there is fomething in it
more than ordinary, asbeing worth his more artificial Penning, .
and our more diligent Endeavour to have it as ready in our Me--
mory,as the very Letters of our Alphabet. The Author is eicher
altogether unknown, or at leaft as Calvin thinks, uncertain.
¥et me-thinks; their Opinion is very probable, who thiunk, that

it fuits well with the ftrain of the fweet Singer of Ifrael, as be--

ing one of ‘the {weetclt Somgs - of Zion. But upon what occa-

fion it was framed, and with what coherence of parts Intérpre--

ters generally fay not, nor lift -1 to conje@ure. Only this we
mayobferve for both, that -as- his chief aim through the whole

is t0 magnifie God’s Word and’Law (which therefore he maketh -

honourable mention of under different Titles in every Verfe
fave one,as fome obferve,though I think four more may be ex
ted).  And for Coherence, what-cver reference one Ogdoad hath
toanother, that in cvery one. of them he fpeaks to fome one
thing
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thing in generals which is particularly fet out in the feveral
Verfes of it: A tafte of both which we may have in this, out
af which the Text is taken : In which the Author, whofoever
he was, Tanquam tederet eum mmtabilitatis bominum, (as he
fpeaks) as it were now wearied with the Mutability of outward
‘Occurrences, cafts the Anchorof his Soul in the unchangeable
Truth, and Woxd of Gods.which he found fettled in. Heaven,
ver. 1. and in Earth,ver, 2. in all things,ver. 3. in his own Perfon
and Occafions, (in the four following) and therefore with an
heavenly Epipbonema he makes the firft and laft Verfe found
both the fame Note. There he begins, For ever, O Lord, thy
Wordis [essled. in Heaven : And he here ends with the fame, /
bave feen an end of abl Perfelliony but thy Commandment is ex-
ceeding broads ' ,

In which words the large Extent, and eternal Duration of
God’s Word is fet out,by. comparing it with the narrow {cantne(s
and (hort continuance of all other Contentments. He had feen an

" end of all fuch Perfecions : But none of God’s Word, Thy Coms-
msandment i exceeding broad.

For the firft words, (in which (though contrary to my firlt
purpofe) my prefent Difcourfe muft be bounded) thisend of
Perfelion, fome make Martyrdome; many of the Latine Fa-
thers, Chrilt. The Greek, whom our later Divines in this
ufually follow, by this s/l Perfelion underftand either all this

inferiour and vifible World, containing .in it the divers Degrees -

and Perfe@ions.of things, and thercfore called all Perfetion :
Or Mctonymically by Pérfedion is meant, whatever particular

thing cither for Nature or Quality is moft perfe& and confum-- -

mate, the fight of all which Satan .thought would have dazled
our Saviour’s, and therefore we might have thought would. have
cafily blinded David's eyes: But by his wife Oblervation,. and

piercing, Eye of ‘Faith, he {aith, he bath feen: If you ask, what ? -

The words of the Text anfwer, but having a double Empha-
fis: 1. Not any meaner or ordinary. Contentments, but the
top and choife of afl Perfellions.. And, 2. Notonc of them, or
fome, or few, but a¥5 and yet through them all' fomething
befide: He bad feen an end of all Perfedlion. As though what-
foever hecould (ee; hecould fee-an end of ity and thatend, as
I take it, double s of length, of breadth; of lengthand con-
tinuance, that whereas God’s Word is for ever fessled in Heaven,
wes. 1, He feeth an end, a Pesiod of chole lower and fading Per-
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feltions 5 and of breadth and extent (as we may gather from the
Oppofition in the end of the Verfe) they are too fcantand nar-
row to cover all our Nakednefs and Defc@s 5 bat God’s Word
as for continuance, can reach to all Times, fo for breadth and
extent to all Perfons and Wants. Bwt thy Commendmens is
exceeding broad.

The Truth then, which from thefe firft words Iam now te
handle, in full fenfe is plainly thus much:

" That notany, not all thebeft of thefe things below will lagt,
or can help always. -

The firft Vanity is, That they latnot. -I bave feen an end of
&ll Perfedlion, faith David. And fure, what he by the Spirit
faith he faw, we may believe is trues forhe wasa Prophet of
God, and they were called Seers 5 and whatever ours do in other
Matters, certainly their Eye-fight in fuch things as thefe never
failed them. Thisour Scer therefore, having as it were got to
the Top of fome' high Mountain (as Asgwftine expreflech it)
from thence, as our Saviour, Mat. 4. 8. had a view of all the
Kiugdoms of the World, and the Glary, the Perfeétion of them.
He faw all this, but withal fomething befide 5 and therefore as
that Watchman, Ha. 21. 11, 12. being asked what be faw, an-
fwered, Advemerat mane, [ed eviam nix venit, (as Funins readeth
it) : Therehad been a lightfome Morning, but ended in a dark-
fome Night. So our Watchman here buing asked what he faw,
anfwers, he had feen much, even all Perfedtion, but withal s»
end of all : 1 bave feen an end of all Perfedlion, but thy Command-
ment is exceeding broad. Juft the fame with a partot the Vifion
of another of God’s Seers, Ifa. 40. 6,8. The Voice [aid cry.
And be faid, Whasfhall Icry ? All flefb is grafs, and all the goodls-
nefs thereof as the Flower of the Ficld. The Grafs wisheretb, and
the Flower fadeth : But the Word of owr God abideth for ever. In
which words, I havea fuflicient Draught of what I need fpeak
in this particular. For hence we fee, 1. Thatall things are but
# Grafs. 2. That all the Gloryand Perfettion of them, but &
the Flower of Grafs, and thercfore both fubjc@ to decay 5 either
tohwithcr of themfelves, or to be cut down, or pluckt up by
others,

Firf, For ol things in general, Tonly (ay this, that the round
‘Werld is but like a round Ball wrapt up of broken Threads,
amongft which there may be fome ends ot Gold and Silver: So
that whilt Men oftentimes (as they think) are fpinning a

fair
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fair Thread, either it comes to the end, or (as ¥ (the word
in the Text) comes of ¥¥M, which fignificth to cut offy) the
Hand of Goud ests cither it or us off s as Hezekiab complains,
Ifa 38. 10,12. and {o we are left in the Libyrinth, contrary to
our tormer Expectition, and without hope of future recovery,
All things in the Earth, as the Earcth it {Uf, are founded on
noshing. . :

Scncondly, But the Text calls mz to view rather the Pefeflion
of things, which is like the Flower of the Grafs. and hath this
aboveit, that .s it is more beautiful, fo more (ubjc& to fpeedy Al-
teration : For how often have we feen Wifdom, and Strength,

and Beauty, and Riches, and the like Perfe&Gions, gone betore -

the Man that had them ? How often have we feen Wifdom de-
caied, and the old Man left indeed, but left childifthly doting?

Riches flown sway, as Solomon {peaketh, but leaving a Begger-

behind them ? Strength and Beauty gone too, but {0 as leaving
Weakne(s and Deformity in their room ? So that if you fheuld
diftil the Quinteffence and Perfeltion of all things bere, as it would
be contained in a narrow room, fo a fthort time will put a period
to it’s continuance. His fubftance fhall not contivue, neither
Jpall be proleng the Perfetlion thereof upon the Earth, faith Eliphaz,
Job 15.29. The word 753 thereyrand only there ufcd in Scrip-
ture, isby the Hebrew Writers, as by us generally, expounded
Perfeition : But the Scptuagint there exprefs it by ouix, a Sha-
dow : It may be thereby to fet forth what kind of Perfeitions
arife from outward things- We and they both, like Sha-
dows, may thew greater than we are, and yet fBadows fiill, that
laftnot. And the word 7991 ufed in the Text, and no where
elfe, feemeth allo to 1mitate fome fuch thing as coming from
n‘;: that fignitieth Deficere, as wel as Perficere.  Such defe
&ive Perfe@ions, and fuch fpending and decaying Felicicies are-

-all fuch, as he that fees and tinds the moft, can find in outward -

Contentments,  Or if a third word 95 which s ufed in this
kind. ‘feem in its fignification to promile longer Continuance;
yet Elipbaz cuts it fhort 100, Fob4.ult. Dosh not the excellency
(37 the word is) Doth ot the excellency, which i inthem, go
away? And truly often fo, as never to return more. - Butrnot
to trouble you with Grammaticak Speculations s -ina word, if
you would take the full lingth and breadth of all thefe Perfeti-
ons. ufe.no betrer Inftrument than that of David, Plal. 39.

353 1098759 527192 N, Every Man is. all vanity and that in
. N
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his beft,or moft fessled cltate,as the word ﬁgniﬁcth..So that when

he is 333 o fertled as with David, he thinks be fhall never be rems-
ved 5 even oftentimes then he falls down head-long. l:‘or how of-
ten after many dangers patt at Sea doth a Ship now faitly fraugh
ted fink in Havens mouth ? How often have yeu feen Men-{o long
in cutting out their Fortune, that at length they marr all, wind-
ing up &cm(clves to the higheft Peg, and then crack? And
labouring to frame 1 know not what Cakles in the Air, and
when the whole Fabri:k is well nigh reared up, and they on the
top of it, then one Pin flips, or one Pillar, on which it ftands,
is fuddenly taken away, and o all prove Caftle-come-downs,

" Thus finis confwmmationis, and Interitus, often take one another

by the.Heel 5 or ac the beft, it is with outward Eftates as it is
with our High-ways in Summer-time, they are then fo fair and
firm, .that we think it well nigh impoffible, that ever they (hould
prove fo fowl and deep, as in Winter we find them. It’s foig
our Summer-weather of Profperity. Our Perfelfion fo high
(we think) as above all Winter-thowres and Tempefts: 1§Ix
Kings of the Earth, and all the Inbabitanss of the World, would
ot bave belicvedythat the Adver[ary fhould bave emsered into the
Gates of Ferufalem, Lamen. 4. 12. They would not believe it,
nor (which was worft) would fhe. . She remembred not ber ls-
ter end. Buat mark what follows : Therefore fbe came devon won-
derfully, Lamen. 1.9, Such and (o brittle are the beft of thefe
lower Perfe@ions, like Glaffes fhine bright, but even then are
broken ; - like flathes, give fome light tor the time, but are
foon out; or like fo many Bubbles that are higher indeed, than
the reft of the Water ; and fome remain a fhorter, and fomea
longer time : But yet it’s not long before they aMl vanith, For
¥ bave feen, faith David, the end of all Perfeclion.

But this smiver(sl (Al) feems to require an Indu&ion, to

* prove it by particklars. In which, that I may not fetch too
-large a Compafs, T follow only that ordinary divifion of Per-

fetion, of Mind, ot Body, of sutward Eftate, and but glance
a;_ fome of the chicf, without troubling you witha full view
of any. X .

Now for the Perfeclions of the Mind, let them (in grofs) be
Underftanding, and Wifdom: Which, though I confefs, have
the Rart of all that follow, as being feated in an-everlafting Sut-
je@s yet, We fee thas Wife Men die as well as Fools, Plal. 49. 10.
and fometimes theis Wifdom betore thems  David had feen

Abiro-
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Abitopbel’s Wifdom ending in Foolifbnefs. And we have read of
Nebuchadnezgar’s Underftanding changed into Bratifbnefs. God
can make the Fudges fools, Job12.17. Difufe can make the moft
expert forgetful. The Plague at Athens, and many Difeafes
fince could ‘deprive the Wifet of Uaderftanding and Memory
at once. And if all fail, yet Old-age (as they fain of Saturn)
moft commonly devours that W-{dom, which it begets: Or ra-
ther, like an Uathrift, in a (hort time fpends what his Prede-
ceflors were a long time in getting.  So that the Ancients ghat
teach Wifdom, as Elibu fpeaks, Fob 32. 7. fometimes prove
childifh : Old Men often dote before they die, and though their
Soul beready to take its flight, yet the ftrength of U:iderftanding
‘takes leave firft, and prevents it. In a word, if it be no more
than the #ifdom of the World, or of the Princes of the World, it
(as the Apoftle, 1 Gor. 2. 6. telleth us they do) will come to
nongbt, and o you fee an end of that Perfeiiion.

And if it fare fo with the Soul, we cannot think that the Per~
fettion of the Body, which comes fo fhort of it jn worth, can
exceed it in continuance; for it’s but an Houjfl of Clays and
therefore all the Paint and Varnith it can have muft decay either. -
with it, or beforeit.- See it in the particulars, which efpecially
are three, Health, Strength, and Beauty.

For Health, I necd fay no more, than what St. Auftine {aid
before me, Quanam eft ifta falus Corperis, que morte premitur,
gue egritudine debilitaswr , frivola , mortalis, flaxa 2 In a
word, let him that never hath been fick, and is fure never fhall
be, fay that Hcalth will laft always.  But our Experience teach-
cth us, that the Phyfician who often reftores our Health, can-
not always mdintain his own 3 that there is fuch contrariety of
Humours, fuch well-nigh Infinitnefs of imbred Difeafes, {0 fha=
ny outward occafions of Difttmper, that few or nonein our
well days are perfectly free: However, Old-age comes lim; ing
on a-pace, which will bring more Difeafes, than we can before-
hand provide Remedies. Or it may be before that, as it was
obferved, that grievous Plague at Athens followed upona mott-
healthful fore-going years fo our moft healthful years may be
overtaken with untimely Deaths.  And thus one dieth (faith . -
Job) inbis full firength.being whully at eafe and quict, Chap. 21.
23. And fo an endof that Perfection.. And when Health is

one, we cannot think that Strength will flay behind 5 for they
always ftay and go together. ThB f;x;e Difeafe, that hinders the
' one,
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one, weakens the other. And fo the lufty young Man oftes

~ ¢omes to fay with the Plalmift, Pfal. 102.23. He batb weskuid

my ftrengsh in the way. But if not {o, be fure it will begin to
faint in the end of the Journey. If Plisies Miracle weye true,
that one Xewopbilns lived one hundred and five years without
any Difcafe, yet I cannot belicve that he was another Mife,
that his natural force was not abated s for in ordinary courfe that
part of Solomon’s defcription of Old-age is true, Ecclef 11.3
The time will come, when the firong Men (ball bow : When old
Milo may look on his withesed Arms, and weep and Qay, athic
guidem mortaci jams [uns. :

Thus the firong Muosutains fall and come to noughs, Tob. 14

18.&c. Huzzab, (orthat which is moR eftablifhed) is led amsy
Captive, Nahum. 2. 7, And (to add no more) in the thid
Chapter of the fame Prophecy, at the ninth Verle, Etbiopia ant
Egypt were ber firength, and it was infinite, PN PNY (that is)
and there mas-no end : The (ame word almoft both there and her,
{o that you might begin to think of a Contradi@ien, but if we
fhall read on, we fhall find none ;- and therefore it’sadded, for
allherinfinite freugth, (he was carriedaway 5 She wens.into Cap-
#ivity, ver..10. And there we fee an end'of that Perfe&ion.

And if thefe more fubflantial Perfedtions-fo foon vanith, we
may well think, the- leaft Breath will blow off all che Paint of
Beauty, which {o-many pride themfelves in 3 and: therefore if
an) thallsruft in it, (Cas the did, Ezek. 16: 15.) they fhall cer-
tainly find that true, Prov.31.30. Favour is alie, and’ Beautyin
usin :. Any ficknefs can {poil it for the time, and {ome for alto—
gether.  Orif it mifs them, befure it will confumse in the Grave,.
Bfal. 49. 14+ Thow-changeft his Counsenance, and fendeit bim away,
faith 7ob, Chaps 14. 2. 20. And David had feen his ruddy
Gomplexion and beautiful Countenance altered, andfo ax end
of that Perfedlion.: A poorone, that’s ouly in the outward Skin,
which if flea’d off, leaves a deformed: Anatomy. -

Life is yet: behind, a Perfeltion arifing from Body-and-Soul
nnited ;- but yet this Shadow (1 Chron. 2¢ 15.) foon gone, this:
Poft; this Ship, Job 9. 25, 26: foon paft by: This Flower, Job
14. 2. foon withered 5 this Vapour, James 4 14. foon vanifbeth ;-
This Smaak,, Pfal: 102. 3. foon blown away ; -of it cIf it would
be gones - and thercfore we have thofe Phrafes of: God’s keeping
exr foulin-Life, Pal. 66.9, And wishholding it from Death,
Pfal. 78, 50. Butif. we.confider.all that continually cither un-

der-
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dermineor affaalt i, the liveliet Man in his beft Healch may
fay with David, 1 Sam. 20. 3. There is but a flep besween me and
death. Or if Helive longer, and it may be longer than he .hath
comfort, yet Methnfelab, that went the fairet of any for Eteg-
nity, after he had lived 969 years, yet be died, Gen. 5.27. "And
fo, as the Lord fpeaks; Ezek. 24. 16. with a firke, even with
this one firoke God takes away both Lifc and all belides, and (o
with it an end of all Perfellion,

So that I need fiot now fpeak any thing of that third kind of
PeAetiions without us, which, as they are of lefs Worth, fo al-
fo of lefs Contirimance. If Riches be the Perfedtion thou aimeft
at, let me tell thee, thatas itisbut low; fo it is not lafing 5 for
the Gofpel tells us, that The rich Muan died, and wa:nf‘urie).
And, Wilt thou canfe thine eyes to flie upon-shat which is not ? faith
Solamon, Prov.23.5. A firange kind of Speech we would think,
that ufe to call our Riches our Goods and Snbftamce. He thinks
them to be ncither, but calls them plain Noa-entias or if they
have any being, yet fo uncertain, that he would not have us
Jlie (0 eagerly upen them in our defires, a5 the Eagle mpon the Prey,
(in the beginning of the Verle) which ufe to make shemfetves
Wings, and flie away as the Eagle towards Heavews as he
fthews in the end of it. It’s not gond therefore to have our
Treafure ina Jewel, hanged about fuch an Eagle’s neck, which
may foon flie away, it may be never to return again.  Flie away
#s the Eagle towards Meaven, and that’s moft {wiftly : Witnels
that one Day, that @w Fob both on the Throne, and on the
Dung-hill for God may blow, the Moth may fret, the Ruf
may canker, the Thief may break through, fo that arich Man

lieth down, but either through Malice of fome, or Carclefnefs of

others, when be opens bis eyesy, be # not , namely what he was.
Or, there isnothing, as fome read that place, Fob27.19. Thus
the Golden City ceafeth, 1fa. 14. 4. and though in one fenfe,
there be no end of thy Riches,asit is [[a.2.7. Yet affuredly either
they will vanith, or, as St. Fames faith, Thou wilt vanifh in
them. Only take heed, that the end of thcm bring not an end
to thy Comfort. Take heed of Simon Magus his Doom, Thy
Money perifh with thee, both thou and it together. But it may
be thou wilt fay, that Homosr and Promotion will lift thee up,
as upon Eagles wings, above all fuch Diafters.  And I would
believe thee, if I were not bound to believe God rather, who
hath faid it in his Word, that Man being in Hononr abideth not;

. ‘ Ddd 2 Pfal.



4.00

SER, M. XXIL -

Pfal. 49. 12.  Or if the Prophet Daniel had not {cen fuch Wings
as thele pluckt, Dan.7. 4. and the Prophet Hofea had not feen
them flying away.  As for Epbraim,tbeir Glory foall flie away as4
Bird, Chap. 9. 11. If I had not heard that Poice from Heaven to
Nebuchadnezzar, Tby Kingdom is deparsed from thee : 1€ 1 had
not fcen an Hand-writing before Belfhazzar ou the Wall, Meneb,
Meneh. &c God bath numbered thy Kingdom , and finifhed in
Thus the Rayal City # taken, 2 Sam. 12.26. Oftentimes thofe
that have been in higheft- places, after a while have been caft
afide, as aVe[f:l, in which shere ¥ no pleafure : Yea, even Piwcer
kreath goetbh forth, be returns tothe Karth, and shen all bis thoughts
perifh, i fal. 136:.4. WYY, The word is, and according to
the fignification of the Verb from whence it comes, feems to
fignifie all thofe goodly fine Thoughts, that great Men pleafe
themfelvesin.  Now all thefe perifh, and often their Glory with

" them. It fball nos defcend after bim,faith the Pfalmift. Only this

you may find on his-Grave-ftone, (and there the poor Manmay
tread on him, on whombefore he durft not look) Zdiris Pharash,
and all bis multitnde,Ezck.31.18. Which if you would.but take
up,and look into the Graves-and Tombs of thofe Chief oncs of she
-Earth, (as the Propbet calls them) when nothing elfe is left,
their very Bones would fpeak and {ay, We bave been fomerhing s
yea, all things, (as dying Severus faid of himfelf) but now ax
nothing: And {o you have an end likewifec of that Perfe&iom.

What fhould I now fpeak further:of multitude of Friends,
whofe Friend(hip ufually ends with our-Weglth, and themfelves
often before? Where ever we come, either 3 Widdow of Tekosh
lamenting, that ber Husband is dead’s or a David bewailing the
untimely death of a faithful Fonathan, or a beloved Abfalom;
or a Centurion-fecking for the Healch of a Servant:1hat is dear
20 bim 5 but now readyso die, do alkcry aloud, that there isasn
end of that Perfection.

If ic be delicate Fare thou affc&cft; thow muft know that it
could not kecp Dives from Hell.. Absfuersus madea Feaft, that
lated an bundred and fourfcore days, Eftb. 1.3, 4. yet at laft
thofc many.duys were expireds ver. 5 :

If cofily Apparel, know that as thou cameft in, fo thow maft
g0 out of the orld naked.. Or.if thy Fricnds will.vainly fpend
asmmc!;1 on t'l]ly Carcafe, when tl;;u, art dead, as thou.doft on it
now when thou art alive, yet be fure (as Fupiter in Plase faid
he would haveit) thow frals be Fudged naktd] 4 o

Te




“om PsAL 119. 93,

.- To add no more, If they be goodly Buildings in which thou
featelt thy Self and thy Perfection, yet (as Luke 21.5,6.) the
Iefc Ruines of fuch vaft Edifices do plainly witnefs, that, if
there were no Lightning to confume, nor Wind to overturn,
nor Cannon to beat down, yet Time would undermine the
firongelt. I will fmite the Winter-Houfe, and the Summer-Houfe,
axd the Howfes of Tvory fball perifh, and the great Houfes (hall have
an end, (aith the Lord, Amos 3. 15. And {0 an exd of that Per-
feétion. '

Thus we have fcen fome of this 45 which (that I may re-
turn to my firt Draught) are (we fec) but & Grafs, or the
Flower of the Fields and, as they have a double end, which I
muft now briefly point at, either wither of themfelves, or are
plucke up or cut down by others.

Fiift, Ifay, Of themfelves they will withers compared to
Summer-Fruits, Amos 8. 2. which are pleafant, but laft not,
reprelented by Wheels in Ezekiels Vilion, and therefore ever
turning, and by the Moon. Rev. 12. 1. and therefore often de-
caying. All that.-I'would fiy in this particular,we have fumm’d
up, 1 Zob» 2.17. Andthe World pafieth away, and the Luft shereef.
The wholc World, that is now grown old, thall thortly have an
end, (which is the end, as fome think, in the Text, which
David by Faith forefaw) and the Luft theresf s whether you take
it paffively with Calvin , Concupifcentig for Quicquid concmpi-
Seitur, for that which is moft dcfirable, and fo the-fame with
Perfedlion in the Texe: Or, a@ively with others for our Defire
and Affe&tion afterits though the World fhould continue, yet
both it’s Defirablenefs, and our Dtfire of it, mill pafs away.
This Flower of the Field often lofcth its fiveet Smell before its
Beanty. Thebeft of the former Perfeflions .often.ceafe to pleafe.
and content, before they ceafz to pe; and that either from a
Satiety, which they bring, and fo often the-young:Man is weary
of his Luft, and partly from a Weaknefs and Indifpofition in.
us; and {o the old-Man faith, (Ecclef 12.1.) I bave no plea-
Jure inthem. And fo we fce, if left to themfelves, there will be
this way anend of all Perfeition.

Secondly, But how often (in the {xcond place) is this Flower.
pluckt in the Bud, before it.be fully blowxn? And the Grafs cut
down, before it come to it’s full height 2 How oftea are thefe.
outward Contentments taken away, before either they, or our

dcfire, come to the Perfediion 2 For before tbe Harvefl, when the.

Bud
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‘Bud is perfell, and the fowre Grape is ripewing in the Flower, be
fall cas off the Sprigs with pruning-books , and take away the
Branches, 1fa. 18.5. Yea, How often, when thefe Perfections
and our Defires have grown up together, and are now married,
they affording, and we recciving moft Contentment, are they
violently plucke afunder ? Thus, If3.33.9. Lebanon is ofpamed
and cut down, ond Sharow is like a Wildernefs, and Baban and
Carmel fbake off their Fruit. When Babel is moft ftately, and
Nebuchadnezzar admiring, I know not whether it, or himfelf
more , and faying, Ir not this great Babel ? &c. Even while the
word was in bis Moutb, shere fell a Voice from Heaven, [aying,
O King Nebuchadnezzar, To thee, even to shee it’s fpokens the
Kingdom is now deparsed from tbee. Thus the Plalmift (aw the

" Wicked flowrifbing : And that you may thiok is not much.becaufe

Autumn might be at band, and then fuch flourifhing Trees left
bare and naked ; but it'sadded 45 2 green Bay tree. And chat feem-

eth to promife Continuance, againft which the Winter-frofts do

not ufually prevail. He faw it,but it was but once, for he looked
again and; fought it, but it could not be found, Pal. 37. 35,36.
Andall that he then {aw, was chis in the Text, 4nend of all
Perfedion. ' .

And thos, in both thefe re(pects, we fee plainly, that all the
fore-named and the like Perfe@ions are indeed but like Puddles
or fhalow Waters, in which you may, as you think, fee the
Sun_and Moon, and conceive them as deep as the Heaven is
high, which if you (hall try, you fhall figd ffr otherwife : And
that, as a2 Shower madethem, {o the next Sun-thine will dry
them up. Thefe outward Contentments make a fhow of ha-
ving more Depth and Solidity, than*bpon trial we fhall find in
them. They are but Puddlcs for Swine to wallow in, impure,
unconftants {o that'what was faid of Elijab’s, 1 Kings 17.7.
After a while she Brook dried ap, may be faid of all thefe broken
Cifterns, and deceiiful Brooks, as Fob called his Friends, 4#1be
end of afewdays (as the phrafe thereis). We all that are pre-
fent here, all that are any where alive, thall be laid low 3 and at
the end of fome few Years, there will come 2 laft end of all,
(take it as largeas you will) an univerfal end of all Perfedion.
And fo we have done with the firlt Panity; the end of Length
and Comtimuance, they will not laft always.

Secondly, The other end, which David faw, is of Breadth
and Extent, Whereas God's Word s exceeding broad, (that is)

reache
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reaching to all Pexfons, and all their Occafions and Wants 5 thefe
lower Perfellions are but nairow and f{cant, and therefore (as
I faid) cannot help always: And that willappear in thefe two
Cafes.

Firft, Inthe want of any one of them. For though(as I fhall
fhew afterward) all together cannot perfectly cover us, yet the
_ Wapt of any onec of them will leave that part of a Man bare

(as they feign of Achilles his Heel) in which a Man may be
wounded, and that mortally, though it be but between the joinss
of Abab’s Harnefss who though he had a Kingdom, if he have
no: Nuboth's Vineyard, is beavy, and difconsemted. And Hamasm,
though he can make a Bufinefs of it to_fend for, and tell bis Wife
and Friends (1doubt not like a jolly Man) of the Glory of bis
Ricbes, and the Multitude of bis Children, and all the things where-
in the King bath: promoted hims, well-nigh aslarge as his all Per-
Sfection in the Texts- yet, Allthis duth not avail bim, as long as
Mordecai fits inshe King’s Gate, and will not rife up to him, Eith,
§.11,13. So, if a Man have Riches, but with Difgrace, he is -
but like a Foolin a Velvet coat: Or if both without Health,
but like a gouty Legupon a Velvet Cufhion. If he havenot
all, he hathnot enowghs and to bave all, is more than ever any
could yet attainto, One of the Graces ever ufe to look from us.
And therefore, as Ezekiel, Chap. 15. 5. {peaks in a like cafe:
Behold, when it was whele, it was meet for no work : How much
lefs when the Fire bath dewowred it, or any partof it? So,let
me heres If all Perfetlions- taken together will not cover all,
much lefs will they be. able, when any oncor more of -them'
are wanting. .

2. But {uppofe any Man -fo happy, that he thinks hecan fay-
with the Cburchof Laodicea, 1.am Rich, and increafed in Goodr,
 and bave need of nothing. Suppole a Man {irould have fuch Skill, -

as to make up a patcht Garment of all thefe outward Peifeciions 5
a.goodly Suit, Iconfels, it would feem, and be as highly efteem- -
ed by moft, as thofe party-coloured Coats were in. former time: .
Though, 1 think, none ever yct wore it3 yet {uppofe, 1 fay,
that any fhould, yee 1 muft fay with the Prophet, /fs. 28.20.
That this Cowering is - narrower, than that-a Man can wrap bimfelf .
s it. His Soul is-Jarger than all this can reach to, Thereisan..
inward Man, which all this-while they fce not; that is yet all
naked and. bare. . There is a Confcience, which, it may be, they-

mqw feel not, but which enc day they will fecl, and find fearfullys
: wound= -
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wounded : And toa Man in fuch a cafe, thefe outward Co-
verings will be but like a filken Suit to a Body, that hathall the
Bones out of joynt. There will onc day come an Hour of
Death, whenall our Riches cannot purchafe either Delivery, or
Repricve 5 and at laft there will be a day of Arraignmens and
?udgmem, which our greateft ftate now, cannot then exempt
rom. At fuch times all thefe Perfedlions oftentimes are as o
many Daggers at our Hzarts.  Either they, or our bad ufe of
them, wound then deep and deadly. Then Abfolom’s Hair is his
Halter, and Sampfw’s Strength” his Ruine. Then Men’s {or-
mer Glory their Sham:, and their Riches likea Horfe toa Tra-
veller, which may help in the way 5 but they now find trouble.
fome and chargeable at the Journy®s end. Thrice happy then
the mighteft Potentate, if he had but Authority then lcft him,
as to command his Confcience filence :  Aud happy then the co-
vetous Wretch, whofe only Perfection here is to be covered and
buried in Gold and Silver ; it all the Shillings and Pounds,which
he had got by Wfury and Extortion, laid all then together could
but cover that one fin, or buy but One drop of Water to cool bis
Tongue, when be'is tormented in the flame.

And thus at laft we have feen thefe AU Perfections,as for Length
they laft not for all Times, fo for Breadth they reach not to our
inward and greateft Wants; and fo in both Senfes, an end of
#ll Perfection. .

The Application of all is; That we now would labour for
David's Eyes, and ufe them as he did ; that as with one we fee:
thefe Perfeflions, {o with another we would look at the exd of
them : Or rather with the fame Eye of Faith, lcok through all
this{ceming Perfelion to the end of all. Our Hearts and Eyes
therefore fhould not be terminated in thefe Out-fides of things.
We (hould not ftand gazing with Achin upon the Wodge of
Gold, dnd goodly Babylonifh Garment, lcit, as it was with him,
they fteal away our Hearts and Happinef(s together. I confels
itis withmany of our Worldly Men, asthey fay, it is wich fome
of your devout Pilgrims to Mihomes’s Tomb, who after that
goodly fight ufe to pore fo long on hot Iron, till they lofe
their Eyc-fight.  Ours (Ido not fay, Pilgrims and Strangers,
unlefs it-be from God and the Common-wealth of Ifrael) do ufe to
gaze.fo long on the Lulire of outward Vanities, that they lofe
both Eyes and Hearts, by which they might defire and find more
divincand lating Perfetions. Thus did not Job, Chap. 31. 26-

He
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He bebeld not the Sun when it ined, sor the Moon walking in
brighnefs : (that is ) The Glory of his outward Happinefs,
as fome from the Context expound it. And though David’s
Eyes had once a mift caft before them, when he thought his
Mosntain fo ftrong that be bould never be moved ; yet here he is
now gotten, as we heard, upon another Mountain, and from
thence feeth further than he did before, or others that lie gro-
veling below can , even to an end of all this Perfedlion. .He
doth not mow admire and adore this Glorious Lights but,as they
tell us, they can with their Glaffes difcern Motes in the Sun =
So he by Faith (the beft Profpe&ive) feeth Motes in this Sun,
to even an end of all Perfedlion. And happy fure were his
Eyes, that faw fuch things, which many other Kings and great
Ones (I do not fay, difire 10 fée, but in truth) never (aw,
whofc inward thonght fometimes is, that their Honfes fhall conti.
wue for ever, and their Dwelling-places 10 all Gengrations, Pfal.
49.11. And it may be, as tﬁough they could either over.
‘wrefile, or out-laft the Almighty and Everlafting God, in theig
Hearts, fay with them, Fer. 12.4. He frall wos fee our laf} end.
Or if God {ometimes make them o fze 4t, cither by others Ex.
amples, or the ‘inward light of their own Confcience, prefently
they fhut their Eyes, and will ot : They over-look it, at leaft
they do not with David here fet themfelves ferioufly to mark
and confiderit.. They do not with him elfe-where pray, that

God would teach them so number their days, Pfal. 90. 12. And

that he would wmake them 1o kwow their endy and bow frail they
are, Plal. 39.4. WUnlefs it be in a Paffion, (as fome think this
later Speech of David was fpoken) thoughts of heir exd never
come welcome. You cannot do them a worfe turn, than by
. putting them in mind of thetr Mortality. But it would be well
“that we with David here would be continually thinking of
ours. And that _ '

1. To keep us humble; that when we are in this kind perfect
in our ways, as we have the Phrafe of the Prixce of Tyre, Ezck,
28. 15.  we be not ke him, Jift up, and fo grow contumelious
to God or Man, left we come to his end, which in that Chaptex
is excellently defcribed 5 that with Fefurum, when we are grown
fas, we kick mot againft God, or with thofe Idol-Shepherds,

- ftarop upon and tread under foot his Children; that now in this
joyful time, we do not revel it with Belfbagzar, and with thofe

drunken Prophets, s, 56, 12. fay, Come, I will fesch Wine,
Eece and
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clofe to Him. . But if it be a Wife, a Cla

the loft her Silver, Fudg.17, 2.
~ caftsare fo difconfolate,

SER M, XXIIL'

and we will fill our [elves with ftrong Drinks to morrow fhall be a

*this day, and much mire abundant. For We know not what s

day may bring forth. 1am fure that very Night, a Hand wrote
fomething on the Wall, that dafht all Belfhazzsr’s Jollity, and
made an end of his Mirth and Monarchy together.  And therc-
fore when thou art the higheft, be mot bigh minded, but fear, that.
thy Sunmay go dswn at Noon, that even then may come an end of
‘all that thy Perfeiiion. .

2. Labour to fee ‘an end of all perfellion s that (o thence thou
mayft learn 2 fan&tificd Moderation in. the enjoying, and pasient
Contentednefs in loofing any, or all of thcm. And here truly,
we may admire God’s Wifdom and Mercy towards us, in fo Or-

dering it, that thefe Perfetions will not laft, or help always:

For if they could, futh is the Atheifm of our Hearts, that we
fhould make Fles our Arms be fo glaed to thefe lower Con-
tentments, as we fhould ‘never look™ after more divine Perfe&;-
ons. But now that the Fafbion of this World paffesh away,  Cor.
7+ 29, 30, 31.* weare now to learn another Leflon, #0 ‘rejoyee o
though we rcjoyced not o and, to wfe shis Wirld, as though we
wfed itnet3 to fit looft in- our Affe&tions from thefe outward
things, that fit 0 16of¢ from us. -And cherefore let not our
AffeGions be more'conftant than the things, and if they be fi-

nite, let not our defires after them be infinite s let’s not huld faf *

Spiders webs, Job8.14, 15. And truly, how Sncongruous is

.it for’ the covetous Worldling, to bave o end of bis Labor,

Ecclef. 4.8. And, to enlarge bis defires as Hell, for thefe Per-
Jections, that are both fhort and narrow, that help not-much nor
long ? And therefore their end fhould put an.end'to our longing
defires, teach usan holy Weanedne(s.from them,when -we have
them., '

Yadded a contented Patienee in thieir Lofs: For in this I con
ceive the Sroicks Rule is good, Always:to confider what thou
admireft and loveft, &v xdTpav, 871 xTpav. If it be God that
thou loveft, think what God is, and that if thou lofeft Him,
thou lofeft thy happinefs, thyfelf; and that will keep thy Soul

> a Friend, think what
they are, and that thou canft not 18f more in their lofs, than
they come to , and-that is but a mortal Creature. Hence on the

contrary it was that' Micah’s Mother did (o fret and curfé, when

And that we oftentimes in fuch
and fometimes defperate, becaufe we

only
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only gaze and dote on thefe Perfedions, and never look through
them to their end : Whereas David (as Wife Men ufe to do)
looking efpecially at Iffues and Events, is before-hand prepared
for any, and can bid the worft welcomic.  And therefore when
the Amalekites, 1 Sam. 30. had carried away Wives, and Soms,
and Damgbiers, and all Captives, though he was greatly diftreffed, . .
yet he could enconrage bimfelf in Gid, ver. 6. " Vide in hanc
And therefore in the Third place, Let God's Children labour ,r,:": ,ﬁcf;’,/f;,

to fee an end of all Perfection for their own comfort: And that in bomse &, 161
a double refpect. . wv.
1. Agaioft the Infolency and Fury of all their Enemies, which,

1 confefs,. may laft as long as themfelves, (and therefore we have
Ezek. 21.29. themfelves and their Inigwity ending together)
And yet the Comfort is, that they themfclves will not latt long s
And it may be their Perfedion gone before them, and they re-
main but like Beer that have loft their Stings, and o would hurt,
but canmot. Thus David comforted bimfelf, when he rejoyced
over his Adver(aries, Pfal.9.6. O thow Enemy, thy deftructions
are come 30 o perpetnal end.  And if we would but odferve God’s
dealing now in this kind, we fhould often fee fuch Lion? tecth
broken 5 cither their Power weakned, or their Counfels difap-
pointed, or themfelves taken away. Qr if they continue and
profper fome longer time, yet be fure, as God-faith, Dewt.32.35.
Their foor fball flide in due sime. And foan end of their Perfe-
&ion often putsanend to the Church’s Perfecution. Prefently
upon Herod s being eaten up of Worms, it’s added, that the Word
of God grew and multiplied, AQs 12.24. From avhich the
Churchof Godin thefc troublefome Times, may have one Ar-
gument of Comfort. ‘

2. A fecond from this Ground is, by comparing that Perfe=

&iom, which God’s Children in their loweft Ebb have, with all
that which wicked Men can have, when their Comforts flow in
to themin greateft abundance. The one we have heard hath
anends but-againtt their defire and expe@ation : But the end
of the other’s Faith is their Salvations and thercfore called a»
Expelledend, Jer.29. 11, And there is hope in it Jer. 3t 17.
The one hath an end, and then as NabaPs, 1 Sam.25. their
bearts die within them. The other have no end,or at leaft an hap-

y one; and thercfore Pfal. 22.26. Their hearts live for ever,
Well fare therefore every true Chrittian, that in his worft ta-

Kings can yet fay thus much, My flefh and my beart failtth me ;
Ece 2 Thete’s
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Therc’s anend of all outward Perfedion. But God is' the firengsh
of my beart, and my portion for ever, Plal. 73. 26. EU TG
otds was that by which He encouraged his Souldiers to the
Fight 5 and you bave beard of the patience of Fob, and bave feen
what end the Lord made, faith the Apofile zanm, Chsp. 5. 11.
fo happy, that it’s as well worth our marking, as the end of
other things was worth David’s in the Text: For Mark the
perfe@ Man, and bebold the Upright, for tbe end of thar Mamis
Dpeace, Pfal. 37.37. .

3. Labour to fee an end of all thefe Perfeliions, that thou mayht
thereby be ftirred up, to do as much good with them, as thou
canft,whilft they laft 5 for we fee;if we do not fpend them, they
will fpend of themfelves. :

And therefore it would be our Wifdom to sake them in fesfin,
and to put thcm over to God, who ufeth to reftore them to usin
a better kind. Let us therefore ufe our Authority, whillt we

" have it, forthe maintaining of good Men, and good Caufts;
‘our 'Riches in maintaining our Miuiftry , and poor Brethen.

Sell that you bave, and give Alms to the Poor, and o previde
Jour [elves Bags,which wax not old, a Treafure in the Heavens,shst
Saileth not, Luke 12,33. Such wife Merchants we thould be for

* our Souls thus now to improve thefe fading Perfefiions, that onc

day ‘we may have a return madeus in the things of a mors
durable Subftance.

4. And that’s the laft particular. Let us therefore labour to
fec an end of thefe Perfoftions, that {0 we may look out for
fometling; which is more perfedt, and which will abide with us
for ever. If we indeed had our ends as foon, as thefe Perfedions
bave theirs, wemight better terminate our Defires and Affedi-

~onsinthem. Butit’s an ordinary faying, Homo son babes iti-

o1xms finem in bac vita vel termini vel confummationis. Man bath
not bis lat end bere: And therefore whatever elfe we provide

for, let us have fome pity of our Souls, which will laft always;

that, as the School-Men ufe to fay,that two things do concur to
makeup the Perfe@ion of an inferiour Being, Aligwid fecun-
dums.-morum proprism, and, Aliquid [icundwm matum natare [u-
pevioris 2 So letnot all our Perfeciion be placed only in that,in
which we do but equal other Men, ornot exceed inferiour Crea-
tures : But let us afcend fomewhat higher, that as we have in us

: -lignid,nibili, fo we may have aligwid Dei, fomething fo large

and lafting , as may fully everlaftingly content and fatisfic us.
: Now
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Now if you fhould ask, Where that’s to be found ? The Text

makes anfwer, But thy Commandment is exceeding broad. God’s

Word is the Field, in which this Pearl is found, which will con-

tinue for all Times, and fully comfort thee in thy greatch

Wants. He is never very Poor, in whom the Word of God dwells

ricbly. But of this in the fecond part of the Text. Forthe .
prefent, that Perfellion, which we (hall find in it, and which

will perfeéily and everlaftingly make us happy, is (as they ufe to
diftinguifh it) either Objective, or Formal.

Fislt, The Obje@ive Perfe@ion is God and Chrift, whofe
Nature and Work i petfedt, Deut. 32. 4. to whom nothing is
wanting, and therefore fully Perfell, and from whom all the
Perfeion of the Creature is derived, andin whom it is Emi-
uently, Infinitely, and thercfore Etermally perfed. Fefus Chrift
the fome yefterdny, and to day and for ever, Heb. 13.8. He in-
deed may well be called the End of all perfediions as you heard,

- that,many Expounded thofe words of him. He isthat Moun-
tain, on which, Itold you, St. Axftin placed David, when he
{pake thefe words, Chriftus mons eft, &c. Cbrift is the Monutain,
from whichonly we may with David hexe defcry the end of all
other Perfedions 3 for thou wilt never fee an Emptine/s in thems,
till thou haft found a Fulmefs, and All-fufficiency in Him. To
this Hill therefore let us Jifs wp our Hearts snd Eyes, from whence
‘comses our Help, ourfull, our everlafting Salvaion. And fecing
it’s the Perfection of all things, that are ordained te a further end,
when they are brought to the Fruition of it, Noli berere in via,
& won pervemire ad finem, as Awftin fpeaks, Stay not below in
thefe inferiour and worfe Perfe@ions. Reft not till thou beeft
madepartaker of Chrit. And further, when (as the Philofo-
pher tells us, that) Finis queritur in infinitwm; media vero cum.
modos let our Affe@ions towards this Exd of Perfection, be
conftant and enlasged; as-much as we can; if we could, infi-
nitly. But fecing other perfections that have an end, are {fome-
times- Hindrances, at the beft but Helpss and ic’s a part of our Im-.
pesfe@ion that we fland fo mnch in need of them,let not our de--
fires be cerminated in them. But whether with them, or without -
them,let usmake fure of Chrift,who bath an snchangeable Prieft-
bood,and therefore is able to fave us, &5 7 vuﬂe}&s Heb.7.25. .

that is, evermore, (as.you have it in. the Margin) or to the
simoft, (inthe New) or Perfectly, (in the former Tranflation)

and indeed sPerfectly, becaufe evermore 3 and o the usmaft, an:_i
o.
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o fupplies what we haveTeen other Perfe@jons wanted, which
gid nl:)‘: always Jaft, and therefore did not fsve always, and did
not reach to our greateft Wants, and therefore could not Jave
to the-wttermoft.  But Chrift doth both. And therefore, to this
purpofe, what David faid of the Blefled Man, the Father ap-
plieth to our Blefled Saviour, that he is the Tree plansed by she
Waters fide. - The Waters flow, but this Tree is rooted fure, on
which if thou layeft fure hold, . thou art out of danger of drown-
ing. And therefore lec me fpeak to theein his words, Raperis
in preceps ? Tene lignum. Volwit te amor Mundi ? Tewe Chrifum.
Lay ftrong hold on Chrift, and thou fhalt have Srong Confola-
tion 5 for he is a Prieft for ever.  And (o no end that way : And
for the other, whatever others tell us, what a duile nature
Gold isof, and how much Ground an ounce of it may be made
to covers yet we, that are bowgbs with no fuch corruptible
things # Silver and Gold, muft believe that one drop of our dy-
ing Saviours Blood can and will cover, and purge all ours and

all Believers Souls : And fo it, as well as the Word, is exceed-

iug broad.  And that’s the Objective Perfection we muft aim at,
The Formal is double, Grace, and Glory.

- Secondly, For Grage: It’s that, which fets the Soul jn joyat
agein, and {0 makes the Man of God Jerfms and being once
favingly wrought ‘is o firmly eflablifhed, that all the Popith Ar.
minian fubtilcies, or the Gates of Hell, fhall never prevail againft
it. And thercfore it would be well,if we were fo wile as to reach
out-for this Perfection s and to know at laft, whatever perfection
we may conceiveto be in finful Courfes, yet that, in truth, it’s
Sin only that datheth all our Perfection : Thou waft Perfect in thy
way, till Iniguity was found in thee, Ezck, 28. 15. And for it
felf, that how ever it may pleafe for the prefent, and promife
morefor the future, yet we fhall find them to be deceitful Luftss
thac they deprive us of endlefs Happinefs for the enjoyment

" of fhort and empf§ Contentments that there will be 2 Time,

when.we fhall hear; as in the Prophet, Fer.51.13. Thine end
# come, and the meafure of - thy - Covetoufnefs : The fame we may
fay of other fins,therc will one day be an end of all, and that none
of the befts for the end of thofe things is Death, Rom. 6. 21.
And thougig I confefs, fin and the.punifhment of it will never
have end ; and that’s the finners woe, becaufe they are Sar-

“menta ad damnationcm, non firmamenta ad Jalutem : Yet the con-

tentment of fin is foon over, and ends the {ooner, that the pu-
nifbment




on.PsaL. 119. 96.

nifhment thereof may laft for ever. Otherwife in Grace, which
as it is that heavenly Pamoply of Breadth and Extent fufficient
to cover the whole Man 3 there being no want, but fome parti-
cular Grace or other, can make a Supply : So for Continuance,
it refembles the Eternal Fountain from which it fprings, s
txe 7ihos, su Sidle wfpgs,faith S. Chryfiftem, Love never fail-
eth,1 Cor.13.8. The Fear of she Lord enduresh for ever, Plal.19.9,
This is that Way everlafling, Pfal. 139. 24. Which either hach

no end, ora very happy one. Rom. 6.22. YTox bave yonr fruir -

whto Holinefs, and the end everlafting Life. v
Thirdly, And that’s the 1aft Pefeétion,which is as Immortal as
thy Soul.and as Large as thine Appetite : When the Sun fball #0
more go down, neither the Moon with-draw ber Light, bus the Lord
Jball be shine everlafting Light : And-the days of thy Moxrning [ball
be ended, as the Prophet fpeakcth. This Perfetion, I confefs,
is not-here to be attained to. Paxl acknowledged himfelf not 2o
be.already perfed, Phil. 3. 12., But-yctit’s good now to prepare
. our felves for it, and to make fure of it 5 .that when Death and
%ud‘gment fhall come, and we ftiipped naked of all ‘thefe fiding
exfe@ions, may not then be found "altegether naked, but be
Cloatbed upon with owr Houfe from Ged, Eternalin the Heavens:

That fo, when many awicked Man, that bad bis good things in

shis Life, will be conftrained tofay ; I was, indeed, once rich,
and ‘honourzble, and happy, as I my felf thought, and others

tookme, I was, as that perhaps was theCaufe of my prefent J

Mifery, and the very thought of it now augments it. I had
Wifdom, and Beauty, and Strength, and the reft 5 but now I
fec a woful end of all fuch Perfedtions: We on the contrary to
_ our eternal Comfort, may fay, fomething we have loft (though

indeed no lofers) we were finfnl and mifcrable, but now we ﬁ'c
an end of all that with Comfort : But withal,fomething we had,
which we yet have and-fhall for ever. We were holy, and
humble, and thankful, & = And fo we are now, and fo fhall
rernain to all Eternity, never to fee an end of this Perfection. And

thercfore to conclude all in 2 word ;s Let usall {o labour, with .
David here, to {ce and end -of all 1hefe Perfeclions , that we may -

have thae begun here, which we may have at that dgy fully per «
Jelled, but never ended.. :

. - SER-
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At Boffow, 4t PsAL 119, 96,

Mr, Framcss

ﬁ;{g,’;;, But thy Commandment is exceeding broad,
Funeral. ’

Word fet out, by comparing it with the fading Shortnefs
and narrow Scantnefs of all other outward Perfections. I
bave feew an end of all Perfellion : But thy Commandment i
exceeding brosd. Upon a like Occafion I have fpoken of the
Shortncl: and Scantnefs of qther Perfedfions out of the Firft
words, 1bave feen an end of all Perfelion. .
I come now to fpeak to that, which is efpecially intended in
the Text ; The large Extent and never-ended Length of God’s
Word : Thy-Commandiment is exceeding broad. :
Do#, The Point is : That in the exd of oll other Perfellions God's
Commandmens is; and a Child of God may find it exceeding broad.
In which two things to be explained. 1. What is meant
by God’s Commandmems. 2. What by it>s Exceeding breadsh.
Firft, For the firk, What’s meant by Commandmenst : You
muft remember, that God’s Word in this Pfalm (in which the
Plalmif intended to fet out the Glory of it to the full) is called
" Vide Caly.Bu- by diverfe Names; all which in themfclves have their diftin&
cer, Hevesback Significatigns, as cither fignifying fome difin& parts of the
€ alios in pre- Word, or the fame Word under different Notions and Confi-
far. feistn  goations. Sofometimes it’s called his Law, Word, Trath, Way,

hnne 1
,,.’Z',.’.ﬂf:.m. Righteonfne[s s his Precepts, Teftimonies, Fudgmenss, and here

Cartwright. in Commandment.
Prov.19.20.  The difin@ Opening of every which word would now be

too long 3 and though ufcful even to you, yet fo as would hins
der Speech about that, which, at leaft at this time, may bg more

" feafonable, It will be fuflicicot for our prefent Satisfaé&i‘on that
moft agree, that all thefe Words in the main fignifiec the fame
thing, namely, the Word of God in the Ex:ent of it, whe-
ther Commands, or Promilfes, or Threats: And (o in this Text,
though called by the Name of a Commandment, yet he means the .

* ~ whole

IN this Verfe we have the exceeding Perfe@ion of 608’5
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whole word, or any part of it; whether 3 Commandment, as
the word here ufed properly fignifieth, or a Threat, ora Pre-
mife, for both are Virtual Commands: God’s Threats virtually
command us to Fear, and his Promifes virtually command us-to
_ Bclieve.  And fo God’s Word, 'his Commandments, his Threats
(efpecially in reference to the Pfalmifts prefent Meaning and Oc-
cafion) his Promifes are exceeding broad.

Secondly, What’s. then meant by this exceeding Breadth ?
What we tranflate exceeding broad, the Vulgar and the Antients’
according to their ufual Tranflation of this word, and not in-
clegant, read Latum nimis, Too broad. And indeed it’s too broad
fogus poor fhallow weak Creatures, fully either to comprehend,
or fultil 5 And fo the Hebrew word ND fignifieth an Excefs
in whatever thing it’s added to 3 and accordingly our Tranfla-
tors, as in the Comparative, read it” exceeding Broad ; indeed,
exceeding all length and breadsh of other PerfedGions. But withal
we muft know, that this fame word in Hebrew Language, which
hath no fuch degrees of Comparifon (as other Languages have)
exprefleth not only the Comparative degrees as though God’s
Commandment were only exceeding broads thatis, much broader
than other Perfections : But it’s one of the ways by which they
expre(s their Superlative degree , {0 that his meaning is, thatit’s #ide Martini-
not only exceeding broad, broades in the Comparative, but that it »»,lib.2.
is exceeding broad, Lroadeft of all, in the Swperlative.’ lzf:’a’::’:’:ﬁ‘t "

But ftill you will ask, But wherein confifts this Comparative, ﬁ,;,,l,,,;,,,,,,.
Superlative exceedings yea, even Exceeding, exceeding breadsh Schinler invo-
of God’s Word ? ce IND.

Some * have conceived, that God’s Word is here faid to be * climacus.
exceeding broad, by reafon of the multiplicity of Senfes that it Talmudics
bears (as they fay, and as the Papiffs urge) who make it not ::::IZ:: ol
only to have as many Senfes, as therc are Differences in the He- 7., P‘Wf‘7°‘
brew, Greek, and vulgar Latixe readings : But (which is worle modss enarra-
a great deal, and no better than Blafphemy) as many (if you will /. Bucer.
believe their Cardinal Cafs) as the Church in feveral Ages and g.. piucrofss
upon {everal Occafions,fhall be pleafed to put upoh it,i. e. It fhall Sermon at 2.
have as many Senfes, as they Fancies and Fetches; and fo jultifie Crofs,  »
Pighius his Blafphemy, who called it a Nofe of Wax, which
they may draw out or put together, and alter and change as
they think good. I abhor, and {o T know doyou all, thefe
Blafphemies. God’s Word is not {o Broad. But yct I thus far
yield, that it’s a fafe way of il-ntfe;prcting Scripture, to take it

’ J in

'S



414

SERM. XXII,

in as broad and large a Senfe, as (all things. confidered) it will

‘bear. Aud if I do fo in expounding this- place, it fcIf will

bear me out in it; for it ith, that God's. Commandment is ex-

cecding broad.. ) ) .
Exceeding brosd therefore, becaule every ‘way broad, reach-

ing to all Perfonss in its Commands awing the greateft Kings,

~and in it’s Promifts comfoxting the pooreft Begger.

Reaching all. Conditions; Profperity, v. 14, 72. Adverfity,
v. 54. Al Sexes, Times, Places, all parts of body, faculties of

Soul, A&ions ef both, and Circumitances of thofe Actions,

I cannot exemplific them all.  If you will go no furcher than
this Pfalm, and but mark. what’s faid of it in. the feveral Vs,
you fhall find more. than L fay.. .

~I’s Life, 2. 93: Comfort of Life, v. 50. End of Life, v 17.
the Way, ».33. Rule, z.. 30.. Counttller, v.24. a chief Git,
v.29. Better than.thonfands of Gold and Silver, v+ 72..

1r’s our Love, 2. 47, 18. Joy, v.14. Delight, v. 15, Choife,
% 30.. Dxfire, v. 20, 40.. Hope, v.43. Trult, v. 42. Fear,
¥ 120, 161, that which he longs for, v.40,82. feeks after,.
% 45,94 clcaves to, v.31. It’s his All.

, A;d if it be all this, and much more, then fure it’s Excesding:
r034. .

But I cannot infift upon all ‘thefe particulars: Only for more:
diftin¢t. Confidcration of it,. we muft remember, that God’s.
Iord is here compared .with all other. Perfections, and.its Breadsh
with their Exd.. - -

Now therefore,as we heard before of all other beft Perfections,
t}I\crc. was a.doubl¢ End.of. them: Of Length, they laited not.
alivayes :- ‘

And of Breadih, they reached.net to all our. Occafions and.
Wants :

So now on the. contrary, there is an. exceeding Breadih of.
G()d! %rd.:, . ’

I. Becaufe it reacheth to all Times.

II. Andtoall our Wants. in them, as able to be.a Dire@ion,.
and to make a Supp'y inall..

1..For the tuft, Therefore it is- exceeding broad, becaufe reach-
ing toall Times.. The. place parellel to-the Text- fully proves
it, Jau40.6.8. All flefpis Grafs, and all the goodlinefs of it as
the Flower of the Field: ~ The Grafs withereth; and the Flower fu-
desh : But the Wurd of our God fhull fland for ever.. For ever,

That’s -




om PSAL II19. 96. 415

that’s long s but to fland, or to be eftablifhed for ever, asthe

word fignifieth, is much more, and yet no more, than is true of

every Word of God, whether a Command. T pray you mark

that Expreflion, Heb. 4. 11, 12. Let us labour to enmter into that

reft, Forthe Word of Gedis (Gv a, evepynus, quick and powerful,

or, as thewords are, living and. active. It may be you’l ask,

What’s the ftrength of the- Apoftle’s Reafon ? Strive so enter

into this reft, for the Word of God is gmick , &c. Why ? Its from

this Ground .we are now upon. He had before fpoken of an
Exhortation of David’s, Plal. 95. Of flriving to emrer intorefts

which Exhortation the Apoftle urgeth upon them in his time, Nomdum, sn-
to whom he wrote. But now it might b¢ fome would fay : gust , mor1ua
But why trouble you us with a2 command of David, {0 long time ¢# yes rlis
fince fpoken to the Men of his Gencration, and now by cthis D¢ Y342
time out of Date andantiquated? Which kind of Obje&ion e, Paveus in
the Apoftletakcs away, as though he thould fays Nay, but do lecwn.

not think that David’s word is dead with him : For it was not

his word, but God’sy and therefore as God never dies, nor

rows old, no moredoth his Word : But it’s guick, or living

il : It'snot dead, no nor grown old and weak; butit’s as

adlive and powerful asever: And therefore as much concerns you

now,as it did them to whom David in Perfon {pakeiit. And {o we

fee in this refpe@®, God’s Commandment is exceeding broad, ‘reach-

eth from David’s time to Paxl’s. And‘fo are hi. Threats. ‘One
-yeached from Doeg to Fudas, compare Pfal. 109. 8. with Ails

1.20. Yea, one reached from Enoch the 7th. from Adam to
- the Day of Jadgment, Fude, ver.14,15. And fo are all his
Promifes, which’ David (as 1 faid) in the Text principally in-
tends. Inthe firft Verfe -of this Ogdoad, he (aith, For ever, O

Lord, thy Word is festled in Heaven. A Word of aPromife is in

Heaven, and fettled, 333, there, and that for ever 3 amoft firon

and full Expreffion, that, whereasif a Man look to thele out-

ward Contentments, there’s nothing fcedled, or if feetled, yet

it’s’ but poorly, not for ever, according to that as (trong Exprefli-

on, PGl 39.5. Werily every Man at bis Left eftate, s altogether .
vanity> or, asthe Hebrew is, all Men_are all vanity , even 213 ‘

(the fame word in both places) when moft fettled and eftablifh-

ed, yet he continues not folong : But when full of Ricbes, aud

happy in Childres, and fo in a feeming fettleducSs, yetit’s foon

fhaken. ‘ .
Fff2 . Nay,
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Nay, farther, whereas if a Man fhould look at God's 7urd
and Promife, as it isin osr unfestled bearts, we are ready to think
that it’s as ready to waver as our Hearts are; as the fthadow of
the Sun or Moon in the. Water feems so thake as much as the
Water doth which it fhines in.

Yet for all this feeming fhaking here below, the Sun and Moon
go on ina ftedfalt Courfe in Heaven.. So the Pfalmift tells us,
that however our Hearts flagger at a Promife throwgh snbelief ;
nay, and our Unbelief makes us belicve, that the Promife often
is fhaken withal, and when we are at our Wits-end, we are
ready to think that God’s Promife comes to an end too, as Pfal.

- .77- 8. Yet God’s Word is [essled, though not in our Hearts, yet

1 Heaven 3 yea, and there for ever, as fettled as Heaven it {elf.

- is5 yea, more than fo, for Heaven and Earth may pafs, but un:

one jos or titsle of the Law (and therefore of. the Gofpel) fhall fail,
Luke 16. 17,

And thus we fee, that God’s Commandment-and Promife , in
this refpect, is Exceedisg broad, seaching to all Times. Was.
a word of Command the Guide of shy. yowsh? I affure thee, it
will be as good a Staff of thine age. And I affure you, a good
Promife is a good Nurfe, both to the young Babe, and decrepit
old Man. Your-dpothecaries beft Cordials in time will lofe their
Spirits, and fometimes the ftronger they are, the fooner. But
hath a Promife cheared thee fay,twenty, thisty, forty years age?’
Tafteitbut now afrefh, and thou fhalt find it as frefh, and give
thee asmuch Refrethment as ever. If it hath been thy greateft
Joy in thy joyful Youth, I tell thee, it hath as much Joy in it
for thy fad Old-age. That may be faid of God’s Word, which-
the Prophet faith of God himfelf, 1fa:46.4. And evew to Old-
age I am be, and even 10 boare bairs.1 will carry yosw Doth not the
Plalmift fay as much in the 160: Verfe of this. PGlm, Tby Word
i true from the Beginning. 1t’s well, it begins well.. But will
it laftas well? Yes: Headds, 4nd every ome of thy. rigbteons
Judgments endureth for ever.  Anfwerable to which, is that other
Expreflion, ver. 152. Concerning thy Teftimonies, I bave -kaown.
of old, that thox baft founded them for ever. .For eversand founded
for ever. O {weet Expreffion! © grounded Comfort! Bre-
thren, get acquainted with God’s Word and..Promife as foon
as you can, and maintain that Acquaintance everlaftingly; and
your knowledg of it fhall not either go before, or go beyond-

long as you will orcan, and
yo
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you thall never find it tripping or failing : But you may after
long Experience of God and it, fay, I bave known of old, that
thou baft founded it for ever.

And fo I have done with the Firft Breadsh of God’s Word, .
reaching to all Times.

41, Thereis a Second anfwerable to it, for God’s Word and
the New Ferafalem, Rev. 21, 16. in this are alike: Both the .
Longth and Breadth of them are equal.God’s Word and Promife as
it reacheth to all Times, that’s the firft Breadihs fo alfo to all Oc-
cafions and Wants : That’s the Second:  Juft like the Ifraelites There T fhall
Garments in the Wildernefs, which waxed nit Old for Forty hav‘:eﬁl“ﬂ]:a(c
years: There’s Length and Continuance.  But withal, they to entertain
they muft grow too,as their Children did, or clfe they would not my felf,a plen-
fexve their turn.  So truly here, a gracious Promile will be bet- [/ ul ﬁ?“ of
ter than a good Garment, that will keep a poor Soul warm at evf:;. m;;;
heart Forty years together, and much longer than fo. And toquiet every
which is the beft of all,we cannot out-grow it. It will ferve to doubt, Fe. as
lap the tender Babe in, and yet not leave the talleft Chriftian in ;.‘a”,‘,‘r';"f;"‘;;"'
any place bare, if he will but wear it. This is the Second {)hclgm.
Breadth. It will reach to all Needs and Wants; which may be
further confidered in two Particulars. .

1. Some Word and Promife of God, or other, is-able toreach
to all our outward Wants and Evils, which no one outward
Contentment can do. , Health only cures Sicknefs, but as many
a Man is-healthful and poor together, it reacheth not to cure-
his Poverty : And Riches take away Poverty, bat cannot fome-
times buy Health. Honour perfumes a Man, and keeps him
from ftinking in Man’s soffrils 5 but many a Man that is well
eftcemed of , may be poor enough. One Contentment helps
ufually: but one Want, and one Plaifter ufeth not to cover many
Sores; and truly for outward Matters, fcarce any Man hath a
Plafter for every Sore: Say thofe of you that have moft in this
kind , Have you fo muchas you want nothing ? Now truly,
herein cfpecially ‘is feen the Excgeding breadth of God’s Word
and Promifes. Had we but fo much Skill as to go to every Box
of precious Oyntment in this Myrotheke, we might find cer-
tainly a Salve for every outward Sore: And had we but fo much
Faith but as to apply it,we fhould find it fovereign too. Here'sa
Promife that might heal that Wound, {hich a flanderous
Tongue hath given me 5 there another, whith might be my beft
Cordial on my Sick-bed 5 in another the poor.Hungcr-ﬁgcv)sd

' . y
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Body might thefe hard Times meet witha good. Meals-meat,
yea, Iaffure you, and Dajntics too. 1name not more particu-
lars, nor have I time to exemplific any. Bat in general, con-
fider only the 92. ver. of this Pfalm, and think whether it fpeak
not one word forall: Unlefs thy Law bad been my delighs, 1
bad perifped in mine Afliction. Atiction is alarge word,and may
-contain. under it many particular Evils. Now where’s his
. Cure forall? Truly he hath one Catbolicon, onc Receipt for all.
D"‘,&"I’-”” ! Thy Law in the fingular number : But what of it? What can
%zf,:;{'." one Law do to (o many Evils > He tells you it’s 'ywyw. We
Lum offe genws vead it, Unlefs it had been my delight : But the word in the Ori-
dolorssyews mom ginal is wonderfully ignificant in a double refped; its both. 1. Iy
vk Doiver” #umero plurali. 2. Forma duplicata: o plural number Delights,
we dium, and they doubled too. Is my AffliGion ficknefs? In God’s
Mollerus. ~ Word, had I but Faith, I might gec Health and Health again,
Is it Nakednefs ? I might get Clothes, yea, and double. Clothing ;
And fo of the reft. Brethren, did we but walk {o in Obedience
to the Word, that we were fit for Mercies, and then had but
Faith to rely upon thePromife for themsin this one Bible we might
find many Delights, and them doubled too. Health and, Health
by the Word, is doubl: Health 5 Food and Food with and from
a Promife, is double Food, both firft and fccond Courfe too.
So God’s Word reacheth to all Wants of the outward Man, and

in that refpeét is exceeding broad.

2. But fecondly, Itcan reach to cover all the Nukednefs, and
heal all the Wounds of the inward Man 5 and if fo, then fure
it is exceeding , exceeding broad. In this relpc@, though a
Man were {0 outwardly hay py, that he were clothed and har-
nefled Cap-a-pe, as you fay, trom top to toe in rcgard of out-
ward Man 5 yet for all this, ‘as the Prophet fpeaks in a like Cafe,
If3. 28. 30. This Cavering may be marromer, than thst a Man can
wrap bimfelf in it : Though harnefled from top to toein this
kind, yet tiuly- this is not Armour of Proof. Brethren, a
Man may have a_poor naked Scul under all our warm and gay
Clothes, and truly the Arrow of God’s Wrath can wound the
Soul through all fuch Clothes and Armour. :

O Bleffed then be God , who hath given us his Word, which
as it can clothe the Body, fo it can Cover the Soul too, that
cannot only keep off many a heavy Stroke from the ontward Man,
but can kecp the Corficience from man; s deadly Wound 3 yea,
and can heal chofe whica we had got,when carclefly we had not i

' about
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about ws, I, Brethren, herein is feen the infinite Breadth of
God’s Word, that one Promife of it can quiet, and heal, and
refrafh a weary wounded Confcience 5 which no finite Crea-
ture, not all the Creatures joyned together can.  Well are thofe
two joyned together, The Law of the Lord is perfet , converting
“tbe Sonl. You read it Comverting in the Text, and in the Mar-
gent Refloring : But the fame Phrafe in the Original is wufed,
Lam. 1.16. D) WD DNAY, and ic’s taken for Comforting
and Refrefhing : The Comforter that fhowld velieye, or refreth, or
bring back my Soul, i far fromme. 1f you pleafe, you tnay rake
it in all thofe fenfes. The Law of the Lord i perfedt converting, and

fo reftoring, and fo refrefhing the Somwd. Yea, this is a perfad .

Law indeed, that can thus convers; and refreo the Soul. It's
a Metdphor taken frem one in a Swoon, to whom you give
Hot-waters to recover them - and fo-that fame. Phrafe, is taken,
Lam. 1. 11.. which you may compare with Lam.2.11,12. The

poor famifhed Iufants for Famine fwoon in the fireets, and pour -

out their Souls in their Mothiers. bofom. Propotionable to which
Lam. 3. 11, itsfaid; they: gave: their pleafant- things torelieve ,

or, as the word is, . to briug buck the Soul 5- which the other place .

{aid, was gope; and powredouts  Jult fo is it fometimes witha
poer hungee-flarved . Chriflian- for. his- Soul, he Faints and
-Sweons; and you would think he would never be recovered
more 5 -and. all his - other. delirable: pleafant things, though he

fhould give thenr all’(with- them; Lam. 1. 11:) will not reco~-

ver him and bring bis Sosl back again.. Oh! but God’s Com-

mandmient - is exceeding broad, His Law. is perfett indeed, when

its wY3 NIwn. when with fome Promife or other; it can
fetch again and refrefh a fainting Soul) better than alf your Hot-
waters a {woouing Body.. In this refpe@ I cannot but again

fay, The Law. of the Lord is indeed’ l{erf;&; thndit can thus -
the wearied Soul. 1In .

this more. than any thing God's Commaudment .appears to be -

convert, and bring back, and refre

exceeding. brosd.

I have done with the Opening and Proof of the Point in the -

o71 of it.. For the Reafon of it: o
God’s-Commandment in the former Confidérations and Re--

fpe@s mult needs- be thus exceeding broad.

1. Becaufe ic’s God's Commandment.  If thy. Commandment, .

then exceeding broad.. So youghave the Reafon of it in the very
Tixt: Were it a Man’s Commandment, it would: fail in: both

the .
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thefe Breadths. Your beft Parliament-Statutes reach not toall
Times, many antiquated, repealed, and now out of ufe: And
whilft in force, yet they reach not to all Inconveniencics, and
{o fall fhort of the other Breadth alfo. - And this from-Man’s
weaknefs, who cannot fec all prefent Inconveniencies, much lefs

. fore-fee all that may aftcrward happen. Well, but God is Per

fe@, Mat. 5.48. and {o bis Work perfed, Deut. 32.4. and fo
his Word and Law perfeit, Pfal.19.7. His both Works and
Word have a Tin&ure of himfelf. He an Incomprehenfible
God, Fob 11.7,8,90 Canft thow by fearching find ot God ? Canft
thou find out the Abmighty unto Perfelion ? The meafure thereof is

. -donger than the Earsh, broader than the Sea. He without all Di-

menfions, and a proportionable, or infinitly improportionable
(fhall I fay?) Latitude he hath made in his Creature. Haft shon
perceived sbe breadsb of she Earth ? Declare if thox knoweft it o,
Job 38.18. And-here for his Word , David knows not how.
broad ; but he puts the greateft word he can to it, faith in the
Superlative TIND P3N Exceeding , yea Exceeding, exceeding
broad, broader than either Earth or Sea, than any Creature; be
.caufe it is ap Exprcflion of God himf(elf (and fometimes called
God, as fome have obferved) and fo Infinite. God an Eternal

. God, that fore-fees what will be in all Times, and ‘therefore

his Word fhall reach to all Seafons. And God an All-fufficient

-God, and therefore his Word fhall reach to all Needs and Wants,

;ud thercfore his Commandmens in both refpe&s exceeding
road.

2. Asthe former Reafon was taken from the Autbor of the
Word, fo this from the End of it, exprefled 2 Tim. 3. 16. 4l
Scripture is given by Infpiration, and is profitable for Dodirine, &c.
Thas she Mun of God may be Perfeét, and shroughly furnifbed to
every good Work. 1 conceive that Man of God is efpesially to

. be meant of the Minifter of God, whom the Word of God fully

Surnifbetb for his Work,  But if it be able {0 to furnifh bim, thea-
alfo other Men, becaufe they are furniped from him. Well
then, this isthe End of God’s Word, perfeély to furnifh and
fupply us all in our righteous, and cheirful Walking. But
were it not now thus exceeding broad in the former Particulars,
this End would not be attained. ' '

Did not a Promife rcach to all Tim-s, It might be that I
might out-live a Promife, and fo it fail me at the laft in fome
needful time of trouble, when I ftand moft in need of it. Should
' it

~
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it-fultain me all my Life-time, and but fail me at my Beath, my
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comfort might dic with my Life, and fo 1 thould be but poorly

furnithed, when I fail in the end of my Journey. _

‘Or again, Did it cover my outward ‘Man, and leave my in-
ward Man bare, I thould be but poorly clothed : And though it
provided wcll for my Soul, but took no provifion for my out-
ward Man, I(hould not think my fcIf throughly furnithed. Did
it not reach to all my Needs and Wants, though it (hould leave
but one place bare, I might be as mortally wounded in itasin
twenty. Should it arm meagainft Covetoufnefs, and I be ftruck
with the envenomed arrow of Pride ; Should it fence me from
Luke-warmne(s, and I yet be enflamed with Anger and Fro-
wardnefs, or the likes One wound if Deadly, may fpeed me.
If it fhould help me in many refpe@s, and not fupply mie in all,
I thould not be (o throughly furnifped, as the Apoltle there faith,
the Word is able to do for me.  And therefore that it might at-
tain its end, it is (in the fecond place) that in both refpe&s
. Gods Commandment is exceeding Broad.

Is it fo exceeding broad that it reacheth toall Times? then fure
the Moral Law is not as yet abrogated: Which though it be not
wholly meant, yet is a {pecial part of -this Commandment. But
againft their Error which hold the contrary, I have already
{poken upon another Occafion, and therefore now forbear.

Isit again {0 exceeding broad that it reacheth to all times? then
Papifts likewife may be hence confuted, which enlarge our abi-
lities unto Works of fupererrogation as though we could ex-
ceed thi®Commandment, which is fo exceeding broad:. And on
the other tide they cut fhort and ftraiten the Law, in making
fome fins no fins, or venial, and fome fins meritorious perfor-
mances. Of Hell we grant, but of nothing elfe, Bat here dllo
I forbear. . _

Is it {o exceeding bromd¥ let it therefore call upon us to ftudy it,
and {carch into it the more. Were I now to ipeak to Students,
(as I do to fome) T would, and do tcll them, that had they
Solomin’s :\5 3N largenefs ox broadnefs of beart, (as the word
fignifies) 1 Kings 4-29. Had they large broad bearts, even s
the fand on the Sea-fhore, as iv’s there faid, fo large and broad,
as mult needs expatiate into humane and divine Writers, of
cither more late or ancient ftanding, whofe vaft apprehenfions:
and readings cannot be terminated in the large Volumns of Di-
vinity, Phyfick, Law-fludics, or the like; would they but kear
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me, T (hould now fhew them a Ficld broad andlarge enough,iw
which they might expatiate, E# latifundism! A Sca brpad and deep
enough, in which even fuch Leviathans may {wim: i’s no
other than this Word of God, which the Text faith, is f6ex-
ceeding Broad.
I confefs,it would cut offa great deal of that Babel’s fuperfluous
Learning, but this you fhould be fure of, you fhould in this Ficld
meet with 0 poyfoned Fountains, asyou do in theirs.
The thing therefore T exhort all, elpecially fuch as are or may
You that are be Students, is that of Paxl to Timothy, 1 Tim. 4. 13. To give
Librorum hel- attendance to Reading 5 even diligently and faithfully to read and
luomes; bese’s udy the Scriptures, a thing which Men of great note in the
:’:“;"2"1";& Church thought not teo mean for them. They tell us of Bafi
Fobn did the and Nazianzen; that thirteen years together laying afide allother
Rlt, Studies, they fet themfelves to fludy the Scripturess and Luther
' makes it one of the things, which he would require of a Mini-
1. Biblia faps. fier, often to surs ouer the Bible. Thele (belike) looked at this
volvere. 2.5¢- L, od Commandment, as new Planters would at a huge broad
;.s::;:; efte Comsinens, which would require a great deal of both time and
arfeipuium.  painsfully todifcoverit 5 Iaffure you Geds Word wille
" An Argument this is, which I fhould think neceffary to en-
large my felf in,were Lin another place, where other Books (and
it may be bad ones too) are more read and ftudied, than the Scrip--
. ture. Iread of Carvloftadius, thathe was nine years a Door,.
4name ™% before he had read the Scripture. T my felf have been prefent,
uc4r®- when one anlwering his A¢t for the Degree next to a Ro&or,
could not find the Epiftle to the Colofians 5 and was faia to ex--
cufe the matter. by Faying it was not in his Book : And knew-
of another, that had been feven years almoft in the Univerfity,
and had not had all that while a Bible in his ftudy ; but he after-
ward turned Papift 5 as-indeed it well agrees with Popery, in
which by their good wills, Scripture fhould be laid aftde, and.
their Scheolmen.and Decretals only ftudied. A Popith frame it
is, to which T wifh we even in this particular were not too
much warping. Papifts- care not for Scripture; and Familifts
make Scripture-Learned as a term of Reproach. But the Fems
 Drufm.  (fometell us) dividing their time into three parts, would {pend
one of them in reading. And another faith, that they fcarce
read any other Book than the Scripture. I would not firaiten
sumds Chriftians {o in either kind 5 but truly I (hould defire you allto
) i inlarge
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inlarge your felves in reading and fudying this Commndment,
which is fo exceeding Broad. Sure in this broad Field you
thould find fomething worth getting. ' o

Oh then with other Books, Debt-Books, and Law-Books,
and Phyfick-Books, and other geod Books you are reading, let
God’s Book be one efpecially.  Be reading here, and gathering
theres here this word of Dire&ion, and there that promife for
Comfort. And if only one Promifé (asI have fhewed) may
be of {o great and manifold ufe, what encouragement have we to
gather, when there are fo many ? If that Field be worth going
to, in which I may get but one ear of Corn to fatisfie the hun-
ger of my Souls Oh then it is very good gleaning in a Boaz
Field, where we may glean even among the Sheaves, and have '
whole bandfuls let fall for ws, Ruth2,15,16. 1 mean in the
Word of God, where we may not only pick by Cerns, but
gather by Handfuls, even sct Bundles of Promifes to’lay up
againft an harder Time : and therefore (as poor Folks you -know
will ) let us glean and gather hard, efpecially fecing God hinders
us not to glean among theSheaves. As God faid to Abrabam in
regard of Canaan bis Inberitance, Gen. 13. 17. Go walk »p and
-down in the length and breadth of it : So we, that axe Heirs of the
Promifes, let us walk up and down in the breadih of this goodly
Tnheritance of ours, of this exceeding broad Commandment. As
itis Rich, fo let it dwell in us ricbly. e T

Is the Commandmens exceeding broad? then fearch into it,as for 7. 4.
Knowledg, fo for Prattice. I befeech you let us make room for -~
it in our Hearts: for it comes with a breadth.

In this broad Commandment much to be done, and more to Motive. 1.
be avoided. In it many particular Graces and Duties, &, to
be looked to.  And as our Saviour in a like cafe faid, Mat.10.23.
fo truly we fhall not have gone over all this broad Field, til} she
Son of Man be come. . .

It's broad, and therefore not ftraitned:the way is narrow at firlt Motive. 2.
éntrance, but the Commandment is broad when once entred,
that you may with enlarged Hearts walk in it. It wasa com-
plaint, which our Saviour took up againft the Fews, Jobn 8. 37.
that his Word & xwe& did not take place, or as the wosd is,
could not find room there. Oh, Brethren, we have even fraiz
hearts, God knows, for this brgad Commandment. But oh that
we were enlarged! Are we ftraitned ? Sure it is not the Word’s
faule; It would enlarge us, did we but reccive it, as Pawl faith
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inanother cafe, 2 Cor. 6. 12. We are fraitned in onurown Bowels,

inour own Hearts. The more the pity, and.the more our lofs,
that fo much precious Liquour runs befide. And let me add

that alfo, and I pray, you therefore take heed, and -remember

what hath been faid, that-as the Command and Promifc is broad,
lalting toall Times, and (as Chryfoffom expounds it) bringing
the Obedient to eternal Life : {o the Threat can reach asfar to

_ bring thee to.endle(s Wo, 'if thou beelt difobedient. The Promife

Ufe. 5.

Job 37. 10,

broad,reaching to,and fupplying of all our Wants : And the Curft

can be as broad too, tocrofs thee in all thy Contentments, to-

wound thee both in Bodyand Soul, in every Joynt of the one,
and Faculty of the other. Sce Zech. c. 2,3. The flying roll of
the Curfe was twenty Cubits long, and tew Cubits broad. Tm-
ly, God’s Threat and Curfe is as broadas all the miferies of this
Life, ndy, as broad as Hell. And therefore get not a brosd
Confeience, but a broad enlirged Heart inlove and obedience, to
entertain this exceeding brosd Commandment, Elfe, as the Law-
yers term extrcam Carelefoefs, it will be Lata negligentia.

But in the next place, it’s a word of ‘beth comfort and dire@i-
on in the end of all other Perfétlions, that God’s Commandmens i
exceeding broad, ' ‘

Ffay, firft, Comfort, that whereas all other imperfe& Conr

tentments are but fhort and narrow, if. I have but my fharein

God’s Word and Promife, 1 have that, which in the lofs of all
them will reach me comfor¢ to all Times, and in all Wants
Truly, Brethren, all outward Contentments, be they. never fo

_ glorious and comfortable, they will not laft long, nor reach fars

not longer than Life, not fo far as Héaven, nonot fo far asmine
inward Man. Babylon’s broad Walls arc thrown down, fer
51. §8. they are unftedfaft as Waterss and as it is faid in aoc-
kind, the face of fuch Waters is foon flraitmed. Fair large
Eftates foén brought into a narrow compafs;.great Familics
foon reduced to a fmall number.  To fpeak to the prefent occae
fion, paetty little Children are like pretty little Books, in which
a-Parent fometimes reads much that very well likes him: But
it may be he cannot-read long for tears, when the Boak is taken
aways andat beft he cannot read much becaufe it is buc a little
ene. But bleffed be God,may a Child of God fay, who is fire
that he hath part in God and his Promifle, that I have another
Book of a larger Volumn,of a far broader Page than all thele out-
ward comforts cometo.  They are but narrow Riversat the beft,

and
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and they foon dried up too: But'God in his Word, in his King-

dom, hathbread Rivers that yo1 read of, 1f3.33. 21. and they
deep ones too, in which I may bathe, and not be ftraitned, and out

of which ‘I'may drink for ever, and yet they never dricd up; but.

Jpring up so everlafting life.

This is a Chritian’s comfort in fuch cafes,and it fhould be his:

-dire@ion too in them 5 that-when he fees an end comg of this per-
Sfedtion, and of that,to be ill thinking that there will at latt come

an end of all . and yet in the end of all cven then to look unto this -

Commandment and word and promife of God, which the Texe
faith is {0 exceeding broad. As, Hath God ftraitned me in my
eftate 2 Take that out of the breadih of Gods Word. Hath he

taken this pretey litele child,this pretty little book,out of my hand, .
that I cannot read in it as formerly > Truly let us get a better, a-
b'gger; abroader book into ourhands,God’s book, and 4ce what -

we can read there 5 if not enough to make afall fupply of all fuch
‘wants, that whereas other men fhuffle and (hift, have this feech
and that reach, and (as they ufeto {ay) when the Lion’s skin is
not big enough to coverall, they few the Foxskin todt to make
it broad enough. and yet all will not do, becaufe there will "be
an-end of all perfeltion; a Chriftianis ( or at leaft thould be ) able
out of God’s Word and Premifes, as out of a rich Treafury, to
make a {upply of all fuch wants.- Here he gets a promife tor
himfelf, and there another for his friend. Here one for a live-dead
parent , and there another for himfelf, though his child be dead.

Ina word, that’sic I- call for 5-as much as we are ftraitned in-
outward comforts, let us labour to be fo much enlarged in God :.

and as much as he takes from us of outward contentments,to get

as much and more from him in this broad Commandment and large

Promifes, and then we fhall be no lofers. -

This one word alfo,that Gods Commandment is exceeding broad,
fs-ground of great- comfort to -other of God’s children in other
cafes, as much fatisfying them in two main doubts they ftick at.

1. The firfi is, They arefo finful and (o unworthy, and fet
fo far off and eftranged from God, that his mercy ( they think )
will never reachthem.  But let fuch think then of this exceeding
broads (ommandment.  There is breadth and length and beightb
and-deprb'in ‘Gods love paffing knowledge, Ephef. 3.18, 19. And
theré is fuch a breadth and exent in-Gods promifes that they can
cover our greateft fores, reach the furtheft out-liers if they would

but come in.  Boaz hath a skirs tq cat wpon Ruth, though ahpc”:;:
- 3
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Ne cogitemus bandmaid, Ruth3.9. And much morehath Chrift to cover the
ad mos mom per- pakedne(s of his pooret fervants. Mens bleflings and faveurs
}‘fo’;"';, n "}:ﬁ are firait, and when Facob hath gotaway the blefling, Efas may
enim ,},P,,,,;, cry bitserly, and [ay, blefs me, even me alfo, O my fatber, and Yaac
dwrar esperfitie have itnot for him. But God hath for all, that will unfeignedly
verbum (‘quod ask and beg of him. He hath a bleffing for me, and another for -
promum erat ) thee, and q third fora third, and even for them that are afar of],
valde 1":' ,,:_ Ads 2. 38, 39. though never (ofar oft, yet if with the like bitser-
ciyus adomnia wefs, but not thelike profameffe that Efax had, thowcryelt blefe
sempora, (5 a- me, even me alfo, O my fatber : .Xf thou canft but call him Fatber,
;‘::‘XF.‘." o thy Father hath a blefling for thee alfo : for his Commandmens is
Fide hame Tat exceedtng broadto reach to all thy nceds and wants and fins.
Arinam _am. 2. And to all times, and by tgat a fecond trouble is removed ;
Plelunturs fe for a child of God, though he hath gotten beyond the former
extendit. M. doubt, that'God hath had mercy for him to bring him at firft to
him, yet he fees his weaknefs fuch, and his lufts fo ftreng, that
" he fears,he fhall never hold out in grace to heaven, but that there
will be as well an end of this, as of all other perfeCtions : but let
, fuch remember, that however their ftrength reacheth not far, is
e cogntems fi- (cant, and foon fpent, yet that God’s promifé and truth and mer-
f,',',’,%:; ’:::'f‘: cy is of a far broader extent, and longer continuance : for God’s
deflituamur, WO, thofe that'have had longeft experience of it have yet caufe
Molerus, tofay, as verf. 152, Concerning thy teflimonics, thy promifcs,
I bave kmown of old, that thow baft founded them for ever : and in
the end of health and peace and firength and life to end all with
this word laft in his mouth, I bave feen an end of all perfeliion, bus

thy Commandmens is exceeding broad.
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